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Worldwide it is known that China 's economic development has been carried out by a highly deficient in 
terms of environmental costs and standard of living of its citizens model. 
 
Not because we can find in China the poverty levels of 40 years ago, or those found in India itself 
today.  It is true that in the midst of rapid growth, income distribution mechanism of the Chinese model 
has allowed a kind of trickle down...  But it is no secret for any one, that the "success" of the model has 
been based on low wages and high gain to the owners of capital . A formula with many similarities to 
that carried out in European countries and the United States in the process of economic development in 
the early seventeenth century. 
 
The point of interest is that the political model and the ideological foundation of Chinese process 
assumes that it’s different that droves the development of capitalism.  Firstly, there is - at least that one 
can expect - awareness among Chinese authorities that capital (private ownership of the means of 
production and labor) generates or leads to insurmountable social and economic contradictions.  And in 
the second instance, the political system and its institutions respond to a model of governance that 
would promote political participation of workers. 
 
One can come to understand that the development model followed so far by the Chinese people is 
supported on the very own values and principles of its idiosyncrasies.  As his austerity, his long-term 
vision, his devotion to saving, work capacity, etc...  Many of them founded in the poor conditions of life 
to which that people was subjected by their rulers during its long history. 
 
But now that the GDP of China is about to become the world's largest, one cannot understand how this 
political and ideological apparatus does not react to the most despicable forms of environmental 
degradation that is hurting the country and to the exploiting of its workers, particularly those of the 
hinterland.  Of course, we must not forget that even though China is a world economic power, yet its 
per capita product is placed in a 90 position on the scale of the World Bank of 181 countries, well below 
Costa Rica in position 74 [ i]. According to this indicator China is a developing country . 
 
The paradox facing China is that still a relatively poor country is an economic and military world power. 
 
We posted an report (Revelations Xinhua) of the Chinese news agency Xinhua in which forces are 
described within the Chinese political environment, that show the influence of this paradox and the 
struggle that is beginning to manifest itself by driving the development model to a growth more 
qualified.  The question we ask is whether the Chinese political and ideological apparatus can drive that 
economic and social model so that growth and development could be environmentally friendly and 
based on a better distribution of income. The expectation we have is that the more political control over 
the capital represented by the Chinese model, should be a key to achieve these goals better and faster 
than in western models where the valorization of capital determines the model of development . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[ i ] -World Development Indicators Database, 2012 


